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Miss Elkhart County Scholarship Program



www.misselkhart.org


August 31, 2011
Dear Miss Elkhart County Candidate:

How would you like the chance to tap into more than $45 million in scholarships?  How would you like the chance to gain important life skills, develop professional skills, and demonstrate your talents and leadership abilities?

I am writing to invite you to join in the fun and excitement of the 41st Anniversary of the Miss Elkhart County Scholarship Program!

Established in 1970, the Miss Elkhart County Scholarship Program is a preliminary competition for Miss Indiana and culminates at the Miss America pageant on national television.  As a member of the Miss America Organization, Miss Elkhart County gives you the opportunity to earn scholarship dollars for your college education.  Miss America awards over 45 million dollars annually!

This year, the 2012 Miss Elkhart County pageant alone will award over $8,000 in cash scholarships and more than $20,000 in-kind scholarships to Elkhart area young women, such as your self, who are interested in education, success, and their community.

There is no entry fee for Miss Elkhart County.  To be eligible for Miss Elkhart County, you must be a single young woman between the ages of 17 and 24, be a U.S. citizen, have a high school diploma (by June 2011), and reside, work or go to school in Elkhart County.  In addition, Miss America has developed a National Platform and has partnered with Children’s Miracle Network – an alliance of children’s hospitals.  Children’s Miracle Network is a non-profit organization dedicated to saving and improving the lives of children by raising funds for children’s hospitals across North America.  By getting sponsors and/or donations, you are required to raise a minimum of $100 for each local pageant.  You may select a higher goal if you’d like.  This minimum local pageant goal of $100 is for the National Platform which is very similar to the personal platform that you may have.
The 41st Annual Miss Elkhart County Scholarship Program will be held Saturday, November 12th, 2011 - most likely at the Auditorium of Elkhart Central High School (the exact location is being finalized).  Rehearsals will be held the evening of Friday, November 11th, and the morning of Saturday, November 12th.

The Miss America Program, and the local Miss Elkhart County program, is comprised of six (6) components:  Talent Presentation (35%), Interview (25%), Evening Wear (20%), Lifestyle and Fitness in Swimsuit (15%), and On-Stage Question (5%).  Talent should be no longer than 90 seconds in duration.  Interviews will be conducted the day of the program.  Contestants will be asked about their platform (a special cause or community service they would like to promote) during their 10 minute interviews.  The timed interview also includes a 30 second closing that the contestant may use to tell the judges a little more about themselves or their platform.  Evening Wear may be a prom-type dress or other formal gown.  Contestants should select a swimsuit that fits their personality and body shape - either one-piece or two-piece.  The swimsuit competition is very brief in duration; contestants are usually on stage for only 15 seconds or so.

We would very much like to have you as a contestant for Miss Elkhart County 2011!  I am attaching an application and information sheet for you to complete.  In order to be ready for the program, I need your application and an accompanying picture (to be used for the program book and newspapers) no later than Friday, October 8th.  I am also available to help you complete your application if you have any questions.  Please do not hesitate to contact me in the evenings at 849-7258 or by e-mail.

I sincerely hope that you will consider being a part of Miss Elkhart County 2012.  You have nothing to lose, and everything to gain, by participating in the Miss America preliminary program!  Miss Elkhart County 2012 will advance to the Miss Indiana Scholarship Pageant which is scheduled for June 17th – 23rd, 2012.

I look forward to hearing from you soon!

Sincerely,

Heather Holland

Contestant Chairperson

Miss Elkhart County Scholarship Program

(574) 849-7258
E-mail: kdheather00@hotmail.com
P.S. To find out more information on the Miss Elkhart County program, visit our website at www.misselkhart.org!  To download the contestant materials, select the “Miss Competition” page from the Home page.

~ Promoting Scholarship, Service, Style, and Success for the young women of Elkhart County ~
~ Promoting Scholarship, Service, Style, and Success for the young women of Elkhart County ~

