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MISS ELKHART COUNTY 2011
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Instructions for Completing PLATFORM STATEMENT
Please remember.  This is your opportunity to explain to the judges what your chosen platform is and why it is important for the Miss Elkhart County Pageant to embrace this platform.  In addition, it should explain how your platform will further the Miss Elkhart County Pageant “brand” to the public.  This ONE HUNDRED WORD, single-spaced document combined with the Contestant’s Resume, will comprise your entire application for this job.  The judges will receive exactly what is submitted.  Any items submitted that do not fit the established criteria will be returned for correction only once.  Any items that do not meet the criteria or are submitted after the deadline will not be given to the judges. If your Platform Statement arrives on the day of the deadline, but does not meet the criteria, there will not be time to return it to you; therefore, it will not be given to the judges.  The contestant may explain the lack of judging materials during her interview, if she so chooses.

1. Go to the word processing program of your computer.

2. Start a “new” document

3. Set margins for 1" on all four sides.  The font style may not be any smaller than “10” and no larger than “12” point type using the Times New Roman font style.  

4. With the justification set for left, type “Name:” in bold.  Following the colon (:), hit the space bar twice.  Then, type your name.  

5. Then, move to the next line and type “Title:” in bold.  Following the colon (:), hit the space bar twice.  Then, type Your state title
6. Double space down.  Set your justification to “center”.  They type in bold and underline the title of your Platform.
7. Double space down.  Write what you feel is critical for the judge’s to know about your platform and why it is necessary for you to have the job of Miss Indiana to promote this issue.  What you write will be what the judges know about your platform, your role in successfully dealing with this issue, and the role the Miss Indiana Pageant may play in your plan.

8. This essay may include some of the following items (this is not to be meant as an exhaustive list):

· A clear definition of the platform and the specific issues you wish to address

· A plan on how you have or will create awareness of the platform

· The way in which you have or will change attitudes regarding the issue

· The way in which you have or will change behaviors related to this issue

· The way in which your platform issue will move the Miss Indiana Pageant forward

· Your media plans

· Your marketing strategy

· How you propose to fund your ideas/plans

· Any significant accomplishments you have made in regard to your issue

9. At the bottom of the page, you MUST set the justification to the right.  Type a line of 26 spaces.  Below that line, you must type Signature/Date.  

Once you have printed the document, it is important that you SIGN and DATE the document as shown in the attached SAMPLE

Name:  Jane Doe

Title:  Miss Local

Celebrating Cultural Diversity and Inclusiveness

It is imperative that this nation face and embrace its cultural diversity.   While many people have talked about this issue, I believe that most of them have only paid lip service to the true necessity of what needs to be addressed related to this issue.  There is a false truth in merely accepting and tolerating cultural diversity.  I intend to prove that in order to accept and understand people of other cultures; one must be willing to step out of a personal cultural comfort zone and identify the origin of their prejudice.  I will specifically focus on three areas:  Children, Communities, and Businesses.

__________________________

Signature/Date 

