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MISS ELKHART COUNTY OUTSTANDING TEEN 2012
SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS
MEOT Winner

· Paid entry fee to enter Miss Indiana Outstanding Teen

· Cash Scholarship TBA

· Fashion Award

· Pageant Consultation

· Official Miss America Outstanding Teen Crown

· Official Miss Elkhart County Outstanding Teen Sash

· Official Miss Elkhart County Outstanding Teen Trophy

· Flowers

MEOT 1st Runner-up

· Cash Scholarship TBA
· Official Miss Elkhart County Outstanding Teen Trophy

· Flowers

MEOT 2nd Runner-up*
· Cash Scholarship TBA
· Official Miss Elkhart County Outstanding Teen Trophy

People’s Choice Winner
· Official Miss Elkhart County Outstanding Teen Award
Program Book Ads Sales

· All Contestants: Cash rebates for ads sold (see separate flier)
*Depending on the number of contestants, Miss Elkhart County Outstanding Teen Scholarship Program reserves the right to increase or decrease the number of “runners up” that are awarded.

MISS ELKHART COUNTY OUTSTANDING TEEN 2012
COMPETITION PHASES AND JUDGING CRITERIA

Interview: 35%

Based on an overall first impression; exceptional communication skills with a commanding presence; personality; personal appearance and beauty; validated opinions and responses; ability to fulfill job responsibilities; sense of accomplishment; and knowledge and understanding of her platform issue.

Contestants should wear interview-appropriate attire. Considering each contestant's style and taste, it may include a skirt and sweater, a pants suit, or a skirt suit. Although they should appear ready for an interview, it should still be age-appropriate.

Talent: 35%

Based on an overall first impression; technical skill level; entertainment value; stage presence; and will audiences be entertained when she performs her talent, if she is selected as the titleholder?

Costumes and music (if applicable) should be appropriate to the talent selected.

Evening Wear and Onstage Question: 20%

Based on an overall first impression; beauty; sense of confidence; personality and stage presence; walk, carriage, and grace; sense of style and appropriateness of the evening wear; and does she take command of the stage by simply walking onto it?

Contestants should wear a formal evening gown (i.e. a prom-style gown) that reflects her personality and style. It should be a minimum length of mid-calf (although floor-length is suggested) and age-appropriate.
Based on an overall first impression; charisma and stage presence to be a spokeswoman for the organization; special attention given to whether or not the contestant answered the question in context and in the time allotted; did she answer the question; did she have the commanding presence to make the audience want to listen to her?

The question will be based on a topic covered during the contestant's private interview, general knowledge, and/or current events. It could also include drawing a question from a "fishbowl" at random.

Lifestyle & Fitness in Sportswear: 10%

Based on an overall first impression; physical fitness; physical beauty; sense of confidence and composure; display of drive, energy, and charisma; and does she meet the public expectation of a titleholder?

Contestants should wear athletic shorts (such as Soffee shorts) and a tank top.
*Please note that these are the general percentages used for judging at the local, state, and national levels, and they are subject to changes at the discretion of the local, state, and national programs.

MISS ELKHART COUNTY OUTSTANDING TEEN 2012
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

To be eligible to compete in Miss Elkhart County Outstanding Teen, a Miss America Outstanding Teen preliminary, the young woman must fulfill all of the following requirements:

1. For the Teen competition, you must be a young woman not less than 13 years of age on or before August 1st, 2010 and no more than 17 years of age as of August 31st, 2011 (you CANNOT be a graduating senior).
2. You must be single and never have been married.

3. You must be a United States citizen and resident of Elkhart County for at least six months preceding the date of the local pageant; or be enrolled in school having completed a minimum of one grading period before competing in a local preliminary competition.

4. You must be of good moral character and never have been pregnant and are not now pregnant.

5. You must be free of criminal convictions and do not have any criminal charges pending.

6. You must be free of any involvement in any act of moral turpitude.

7. You must never have performed any act or engaged in any activity which is or could be characterized as dishonest, immoral, immodest, indecent, or in bad taste.

8. You must develop a community service platform based on a social issue that potentially could be sold nationwide; be specific, not general. Develop a passion for your message.

9. Teen Competition Phases: You will participate in a 6 minute interview with a qualified panel of judges, a 90-second talent presentation, evening wear, lifestyle & fitness in sportswear, and an on-stage question (at the local level; competition phases may vary slightly at the state and/or national level). A contestant must possess and display talent in accordance with the rules set forth in the official guide for contestants participating in preliminary pageants; a contestant may either be amateur or professional.
 
~ Promoting Scholarship, Service, Style, and Success for the young women of Elkhart County ~
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